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neyed from the dawn until eve without a meal,
or meeting any one to assist them, when thy
were at last encountered by a religious devotee
of another nation, with whom they conversed
for some time. Their new acquaintance having
found they were indeed poor, not even posses-
sed of a single coin to purchase corn or food
of any kind, expressed his hearty sympathy,
and desired to be of sendee to the pilgrims; he
therefore disclosed to them that he was in pos-
session of a secret for the transmutation of me-
tals,* and offered some of his prepared powder
to the elder Hadjee, by which he would have
persuaded him want should never again intrude;
adding, ' You will with this be independent of
all future care about subsistence on your pil-
grimage.'

" The pious Hadjee, however, was of a dif-

* The Asiatics generally, have faith in certain properties
of chemical productions to alter the nature of the common to
the precious metals. I have often witnessed the anxious
exertions of Natives in India, who try all sorts of experiments
in alchemy, expecting to succeed; but I have never known
any other issue from the many laborious efforts of individuals
-than waste of time and property in these absurd schemes.